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Zebra Mussel at Geist Means Trouble

     “That’s one invasive species colonizing on
another,” said Doug Keller, aquatic invasive
species coordinator with the DNR Division of
Fish and Wildlife.
     The find could signal trouble for Geist,
much as the mussel’s presence has affected
other waters. Previously found in more than 65
bodies of water in 44 counties throughout
Indiana, the discovery marks the first time that
the mussel has been found in the Indianapolis
area. Zebra mussels were also discovered last
year in Summit Lake, the first population known
to occur in Henry County.
     Keller said the effect of zebra mussels can
be devastating where the invasive species
successfully colonizes.
     “Zebra mussels can rapidly multiply and are
known for clogging drainage and filtration
pipes,” Keller said. “Besides pipes, they can
attach to virtually anything in the water column,
including rocks, limbs, piers or even boats.”
     Geist is one of  three water supply reservoirs
for the Indianapolis area. Keller said that as
zebra mussel numbers increase in Geist and
downstream in Fall Creek, there could be
negative impacts to the water utility’s withdraw
capacity.
     Zebra mussels are originally from Europe
and spread rapidly across North America in the
1990s. Aside from being a costly nuisance to
humans, zebra mussels may also cause declines
in fish populations. By filtering tiny plants,
called phytoplankton, out of the water column,
zebra mussels diminish the base of the food
chain, potentially causing declines in all other
aquatic life, including fish.
     Keller said that few options for eradicating
the mussel exist, short of  eliminating every
other living thing in the reservoir. The best
means of control, he said, is by educating
boaters about preventing further spread of the
mussel.

     Typically, zebra mussels are transported by
human recreational activities such as boating or
fishing. A few simple steps can prevent
the spread of zebra mussels and other invasive
species. Removing all aquatic vegetation and
draining livewells, bilge, water lines and boat
trailers at access ramps will prevent transport of
the mollusk to other waters. Drying equipment
after each use also is important.
     “Letting all equipment dry for five days after
a boating trip will prevent the spread of both
adults and larvae,” Keller said. “However, if
you plan to visit a body of water sooner, you
can use a solution of 5 percent bleach and water
to clean and disinfect all of  your equipment.”
     For more information, visit http://
www.in.gov/dnr/fishwild/3123.htm, or
contact
Keller at
(317) 234-3883.

A marina worker at Geist Reservoir, while
fishing recently, hooked a Chinese
mystery snail, an exotic species already

prominent in the reservoir, and on it was
another undesirable species – an adult zebra
mussel.

Monarch Mania with
Lanie Holland,
American Girl ® 2010
July 20th - 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Celebrate Lanie Holland, American
Girl’s® “Girl of  the Year 2010,” that
“outside girl with outside genes” who’s

preparing to be a wildlife biologist when she
grows up. During a special Lanie book club
meeting at the Natural Resources Education
Center, partici-pants will be introduced to live
monarch eggs, caterpillars and adult butterflies
while they learn about monarchs. Although
participants are encouraged to read one or both
of  Lanie’s books prior to attending, this is not
required.

     Registration is limited to youth ages 8 to 12.
An adult must accompany the child. A
workshop fee of $15 per child is due in
advance. To register, contact the Natural
Resources Education Center at 317-562-1338 or
at nrec@dnr.in.gov . Registration deadline is
July 12th.
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Benefits of an Urban SWCD

The first Soil and Water Conservation
Districts (SWCDs) were formed during
the Dust Bowl days of  the 1930’s when

our government became aware of the problems
associated with soil erosion caused by standard
farming practices of  the day. The local SWCD’s
primary purpose was to educate the farming
community on the problems of soil erosion and
the benefits of  changing their farming practices
to include those which would help to conserve
soil. Teaming up with the arm of  help provided
by the national government (then called the Soil
Conservation Service, now named the Natural
Resources Conservation Service), farmers were
provided with guidance, engineering and cost
share assistance to put soil conservation
practices on the land. Though there is still work
to be done, tons of topsoil were saved as a
result of  these efforts over the years.
     That is all well and good, but why do we
now also have SWCD’s in urban counties such
as ours where agricultural lands are steadily
dwindling away? The answer lies at the heart of
every SWCD – the goal is to serve the
community’s needs in regards to its land use and
to educate and help landowners make changes
that will collectively make a substantial effect on
the quality of our environment.
     In an urban setting soil erosion is an even
bigger problem than it is on the farm.
Construction sites, when not properly protected,
can produce huge sedimentation problems
downstream. Your SWCD assists in curbing this
problem by making inspections of active
construction sites and providing assistance to
those which are not in compliance with erosion
control standards. It also reviews erosion
control plans for city projects giving them an
objective opinion for their projects.
     Streambank erosion problems can be found
in many areas of  the county. While some
problems have become so severe that extensive
engineering is needed in order to solve the
problems, some areas are not as critical and the
SWCD can give suggestions of  things that the
landowner can do themselves to slow down the
erosion process. The same is true of  erosion
problems around ponds and lakes.
     In our county, many areas have soil types
with a high groundwater table which cause major
problems for those building homes on them.

The SWCD offers soils information, assistance
and recommendations for drainage solutions for
residential areas.
     In recent years your SWCD has become
involved in promoting other innovative ideas
which help the natural resources of  the county,
including those which improve both water
quality and quantity. Installation of  rain gardens,
bioswales, rain barrels and green roofs all play a
part. Also influencing changes in our citizens’
habits can collectively make a substantial
contribution to the environment. Creating new
habits such as recycling, ecological lawn care,
native plant and tree planting, and energy saving
options from lighting to appliances all are ideas
which the SWCD endorses.
     SWCD’s are unique in that they are run by a
volunteer board of  supervisors (both elected
and appointed) and associate supervisors who
are residents of county and are all highly
engaged in the welfare of  our county. This,
along with a small but extremely dedicated staff
makes your SWCD a highly efficient, essential
part of  the community.
     Your SWCD is busy helping our citizens
make improvements which will make our county
a healthier and more beautiful place to live. For
information or land use assistance please contact
our office at 317-786-1776 or checkout our
informative website at www.marionswcd.org.
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Contact the
SWCD office at
317-786-1776
or check
out more
information at

our website:
www.marionswcd.org




