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Wildlife Watering FaCility...to develop, improve, or

modify watering places and systems for wildlife.

Pond constructed for wildlife, photo courtesy USDA

Benefits

This practice can fulfill the following purposes: A wildlife watering facility can increase the
range or distribution of wildlife. In addition, a
M To provide adequate drinking watering facility can improve habitat for various
water during critical periods for species of wildlife by providing a water source.
wildlife

M To create or expand suitable
habitat for wildlife

M To improve water quality and
accessibility for wildlife
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Applications

This practice applies in areas where a lack of
adequate water has been identified as the
limiting habitat component. In addition, this
practice applies in areas where new, additional,
or improved watering places are needed to
increase the range, distribution, improve the
habitat of, or attract wildlife by meeting their
water requirements.

Design and Installation

The source of water for a watering facility is
usually a well or spring. It may also be runoff
from a natural watershed or from a device
constructed for the purpose of trapping rainfall
and storing it for use by wildlife, such as an
embankment, pond, or dugout. The facility must
provide permanent accessible, dependable, and
suitable quality water during dry months of
normal rainfall.

Maintenance

Ensure that the area around the wildlife
watering facility is well-protected with desirable
vegetation and not subjected to erosion and
sedimentation. Facilities should be checked
annually to ensure proper function. Promptly
make any necessary repairs. Prior to winter
conditions, winterize any facilities not designed
to withstand or operate during freezing weather.

Relative Cost

Installation low @@@®OO high

Maintenance ow @@@OO high

For Additional Information...

Visit the Indiana NRCS office online at
http://www.in.nrcs.usda.gov/, see the Indiana Job
Sheet or the Field Office Technical Guide
(FOTG) standard for (648) Wildlife Watering
Facility, or contact your local USDA-NRCS
office

Local USDA-NRCS contact information
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