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Rain Garden One of Many New Attractions at Indiana State Fair
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New rain garden at State Fair greenhouse helps collect roof water and allows it to soak into small depressional area helping decrease the overall stormwater runoff from the site.  Rain barrels also help in collecting rain water for later use with plant beds at the greenhouse site.  Water is collected in a manner not allowing for mosquito reproduction.
Each year there are always new attractions at the Indiana State Fair.  This year, interested attendees are encouraged to seek out the new rain garden and rain barrels at the greenhouse site near the historic Normandy Barn in the north central portion of the State Fairgrounds.  What is a rain garden?  It’s a slight depressional area planted with wildflowers and other plants that collects some of the water after a rain and allows the water to soak back into the ground instead of all running off.  Rain barrels are similar items that collect rain runoff from gutter downspouts and store some of the water for later use.  Both these water conserving practices are part of a new display at the greenhouse site that aid in helping decrease stormwater runoff volumes from urban, suburban, and town developed sites.  These practices are being demonstrated to encourage local homeowners, businesses, homeowner associations, and others to help cities and towns find alternative ways to help decrease the peak volume stormwater runoff amounts after a larger rain.  Individually these practices may have a small effect, but collectively many such practices can make a major reduction in the volume of runoff water to local streams.  
The rain garden, rain barrels, and new pervious concrete sidewalk to the greenhouse are just part of new practices installed that demonstrate Low Impact Development (LID) as part of the State Fairgrounds.  A new residential wind turbine and rain shelters with photovoltaic cells on their roofs have also been installed to provide additional electricity and lighting for fairground visitors.  Besides conserving thousands of gallons of water and generating nearly five Kilowatts of electricity, these installations will serve as the backdrop for educational and professional development experiences that honor the original intent of the Indiana State Fair… to share ideas, to educate, and to showcase Indiana’s best.  The rain gardens and rain barrels installations were made possible with assistance from the Marion County Soil and Water Conservation District, the Hoosier Heartland Resource Conservation & Development Council’s Plant-A-Million Program and through grant funds from the Lilly Endowment.  The turbine and photovoltaic cell shelters were made possible through a grant from the Indiana State Office of Energy Development with matching funds from the Indianapolis Power and Light Company, and in-kind contributions from Greenway Supply.
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