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Get the Latest Dirt on Soils by Taking an IUPUI Course
Soil is a dirty topic, but everyone needs to learn more about it.  A great basic Soils Geography Course is being offered again at IUPUI this coming Fall Semester.  This is a great way to improve your technical skills or just enhance your own general knowledge about this key natural resource in central Indiana.  In just Marion County alone the official USDA Soil Survey has identified over 32 different soil types.  This course would be a good way to learn how these soils differ from each other in central Indiana.  The class meets Tuesday evenings from 6:00 - 8:40 p.m. starting September 1st in Cavanaugh Hall 203.  Three options for taking the class are available.  Option 1) G123 Soil Survey (1 credit), meets for the first five weeks and ends on 29 September.  Option 2) G404 Soils Geography (3 credits) will continue the entire semester until the evening of 15 December. And Option 3) G704 3 graduate credits) Geography of Soils will continue the entire semester with the last class on the evening of 15 December..  The local Marion County Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) Board highly recommends this course for everyone providing or making land use decisions.  To support class interests the SWCD will reimburse the first three city/county employees who take any of these courses upon their completion and satisfying all the course requirements one half of registration fees.
The first several weeks of the course includes soil scientists from the USDA- Natural Resources Conservation Service and IUPUI instructor, Dr. Rick Bein.  On the fourth meeting, September 22nd, the class meets earlier at 4:30 pm at a local field trip site (to be announced).  The G123 mini course will familiarize students with a general understanding of soils, including soil development processes, use of Soil Survey maps, Central Indiana soils and their general land use problems.  For those who continue with the other options of the course, there will be at least three more field trips during the semester, which will also meet at 4:30 pm at selected sites and on selected Tuesdays. The G404 course examines the spatial aspects of soils from a global and local perspective. The student will gain an understanding of soil development processes, physical properties of soils, soil classification, soil survey and local soil management problems. Each student will be required to complete an individualized soils final project.  The G707 course is graduate credit and examines the spatial aspects of soils from a global and local perspective. For graduate credit the student should be competent in Geographic Information Systems. The student will gain an understanding of soil development processes, physical properties of soils, soil classification, soil survey and local soil management problems. Each student will be required to complete an individualized soils final project using Geographic Information Systems. 
To view options and be admitted to the register at IUPUI, contact the Admissions Center at <http//enroll.iupui.edu/admissions> or phone (317) 274-4591. For walk-in admissions information and assistance with registration go to Admissions Center, 255 Campus Center, 420 University Blvd.  For further course information contact: Dr. Rick Bein - Phone: (317) 274-1100; Department (317) 274-8877; Fax: (317) 278-5220 [rbein@iupui.edu] IUPUI, Cavanaugh Hall, Room 213D, 425 University Blvd, Indianapolis, In 46202.  If interested call NOW to find out more details and register.
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