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Conservation District Broadens News Outreach Efforts

Have you heard the latest soil and water conservation news?  The local Marion County Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) has been working hard to improve outreach and news efforts about its mission to promote wise use of soil, water, and related natural resources.  Each week it provides a weekly news release to over 200+ media and conservation organizations, four times a year it provides a newsletter to over 2000+ individuals, and each year it provides an annual report of its activities at its Annual Meeting.  However, Ron Lauster, Director of District says, “We are still finding folks that call and ask about the various activities and issues we are involved in, and often concerned they missed seeing a fact sheet, a deadline for a workshop, a tree order date, etc.  In order to hopefully improve our outreach efforts, the SWCD is attempting to provide more current news updates on our website at www.marionswcd.org”.  Mark Kautz, Chair of the local SWCD, says, “We live in a highly informational technology world, and we need to keep trying to find ways to improve how we get our message out”.
So if you want to find out more about the myriad of activities the Marion County Soil and Water Conservation District is involved with, the SWCD encourages you to go to their website at www.marionswcd.org and click on “News” in the bright blue bar at the top of the home web page.  There you will find copies of recent news releases, quarterly newsletters, and even their recent Annual Report (which is done now in a newsletter format).  Folks still need to realize that many items are still going to be time sensitive, but they will now have another opportunity to check the news page and see what is going on.  And if they miss an event, they will be able review the details, and then call the office at 317-786-1776 and ask to be included in a special mailing notice the next time such an event is being planned.  Of course those interested in getting copies of each news release emailed to them, or a hard copy of the newsletter or annual report mailed to them, can call the office and ask for the appropriate action.  The district has even launched a blog site on its Central Indiana Watershed sponsored website at www.indywatersheds.org in an attempt to get folks involved with their local watershed issues.  Director Lauster says, “We are not employing all the new technologies available yet, but we are studying the options and trying to improve our efforts as we can”!
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