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State Seeks Public Input on Clean Water Program
Many folks are saying they want a chance to help guide their state government in its activities.  The State Soil Conservation Board is providing that chance by hosting 5 Regional Clean Water Indiana Listening Sessions in order to receive additional statewide input on the resource concerns of Indiana that should be addressed with future Clean Water Indiana funds.  Nola Gentry, Chairperson of the State Soil Conservation Board Chair says, “the Board hopes the listening sessions will further serve to bring information to interested individuals in an interactive setting to aid the State Soil Conservation Board (SSCB) in establishing their plan for wisely utilizing Clean Water Indiana funds”.  Jerod Chew, Director of the Indiana State Department of Agriculture (ISDA), Division of Soil Conservation says, “These listening sessions are open to the public, we are hoping to see people interested in clean water issues, Soil and Water Conservation District leaders & staff members, other conservation organizations, and private landowners.  The purpose of the Clean Water Indiana program is to provide financial assistance to: (1) soil and water conservation districts; (2) land occupiers; and (3) conservation groups to implement conservation practices to reduce nonpoint sources of water pollution through education, technical assistance, training, and cost sharing.
For Central Indiana, a listening session will be held next Wednesday, September 23rd, from 7:00 – 8:30 PM EST, at the Indiana State Fairgrounds, Normandy Barn, 1202 E. 38th St. Indianapolis, IN 46205.  Other sessions are planned around the state earlier on Monday, September 21st, 8:15 – 9:45 AM EST, at Sugar Ridge State Fish and Wildlife Area (FWA), 2310 E State Road 364, Winslow, IN 47598 (southwestern part of the state) and Monday, September 21st, 7:00 – 8:30 PM EST, Decatur County Extension Office, Conference Room 545 S. 200 W., Greensburg, IN 47240.  Later sessions are planned for Thursday, September 24th, 7:00 – 8:30 AM CST, Jasper County Public Library, 208 W. Susan Street, Rensselaer, IN 47978 and on Friday, September 25th, 8:00 – 9:30 AM EST, Kosciusko Community Foundation Building, 102 East Market Street, Warsaw, IN 46580.  The Clean Water Indiana funds are administered by the Indiana State Department of Agriculture, Division of Soil Conservation subject to the direction of the State Soil Conservation Board.  Indiana Code has established guidelines that must be followed to disperse and spend Clean Water Indiana Funds.
The State Soil Conservation Board (SSCB) earlier conducted a shareholder Clean Water Indiana Survey.  A copy of that 20 page assessment and its recommendations are available on the ISDA’s web site at  www.in.gov/isda/2356.htm .  This report along with the findings from the listening sessions will be used in the SSCB's future business planning process.  Indiana Code has established guidelines that must be followed to disperse and spend Clean Water Indiana Funds. A list of these guidelines is also available on the ISDA’s web site.  Those who are unable to attend any of the listening sessions and wish to provide comments are encouraged to submit them via e-mail to kgentry@isda.in.gov or via mail to: Indiana State Department of Agriculture, Attn: State Soil Conservation Board, 101 West Ohio St., Suite 1200, Indianapolis, IN 46204.  Members of the State Soil Conservation Board besides Nola Gentry, include Larry Clemens, Warren Baird, Bob Eddleman, Brett Glick and Scott Ham.
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