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Local Homeowners Add More Trees to Communities’ Landscape
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John Hazlett, with the Indianapolis Office of Sustainability, was one of the many local homeowners 
taking part in this year’s Marion County Soil & Water Conservation District Annual Fall Tree Sale.
The Marion County Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) recently hosted their “Semi-Annual Tree Sale Pickup” at the Normandy Farms Subdivision Information Center in northwestern Marion County.  Over 388 container sized trees and shrubs were delivered to about 62 people from 10 am to 1pm on October 17th.  The Marion County Soil & Water Conservation District (SWCD) had earlier accepted orders for over 28 different, primarily native trees and shrubs.  Trees like Red Maple, a good variety of Oaks and shrubs that help attract wildlife were available for what many considered a reasonable price of about $25-32 per tree depending on the plant’s size.  The District sponsors this event every spring and fall.  In addition this year, the District, thanks to a US Forest Service grant were able to offer larger 8 ft tall+ trees at ½ price for $50 or $60 depending on size.  Eighty three larger trees were cost shared on this Fall.
The District would like to thank all those who ordered trees and shrubs this year.  If someone is interested in doing the same, but did not get to make their tree or shrub planting investment in their yard this year they are encouraged to contact the SWCD office and ask to be placed on next year’s Spring and Fall tree and shrub order blank mailing list.  District Supervisors, Associate Supervisors, staff and friends who helped with this year’s tree sale included J. Dennis Slaughter, Marvin Brethauer, Brian Neilson, Bob Eddleman, Heather Buck, Robert Kleinops, Glenn Lange, Marilyn Hughes, Ron Lauster, John Ulmer and Cindy Lauster.    
The District’s tree sale program is part of Hoosier Heartland Resource and Conservation Development (RC&D) Council project called “Plant a Million” which hopes to plant over one million native trees here in central Indiana over a five year period.  The project also works to help people and communities understand the importance of trees and their management.   For more information about the local SWCD and the RC&D’s Plant a Million project visit www.marionswcd.org or phone 317-786-1776
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