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Stop That Dirt - Erosion Watch Campaign Launched
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The Marion County Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) has had various individuals and groups contact them concerning construction site erosion and resulting sedimentation problems in their community.  Erosion of soil and the resulting sediment is the #1 pollutant by volume in stormwater runoff in the United States.  Sediment is the loose sand, clay, silt and other soil particles that are carried from a site by water runoff that eventually settles at the bottom of streams, rivers, lakes and ponds.  Sediment can have other attached pollutants attached to the soil particles that can cause severe water quality degradation of our waterways that we depend on for our drinking water, that provide fish and wildlife habitat, and that provide us with recreation in the form of swimming, fishing and boating.  Excess sediment can also cause flooding, excessive streambank erosion and undesirable physical and chemical changes to our lakes and ponds.  Conservationists have concerns about soil loss from agricultural fields that average 5-8 tons of soil loss per acre per year.  In urban areas, unprotected construction sites can easily have soil losses that exceed an average of 100+ tons of soil loss per acre per year.   As a result of these concerns the local SWCD has developed a “Stop That Dirt- Erosion Watch Campaign”.  
The SWCD works with local government units in helping them control such erosion and resulting sedimentation.  The SWCD encourages interested residents to be on the lookout for signs of offsite erosion from construction sites & other Marion County areas, and to report problems found to Glenn Lange, Resource Conservationist, at the Marion County Soil & Water Conservation District.  The Erosion Watch Campaign includes an Erosion Watch Checklist that can be mailed to the Marion County SWCD office at 6960 South Gray Road, Suite C, Indianapolis, IN 46237.  Contact can be made by phoning the District office at 317-786-1776 or emailing Glenn at glenn-lange@iaswcd.org. For potential problems located outside of Marion County, Mr. Lange may also be able to provide appropriate agency contact information.  A copy of the Erosion Watch Checklist, basic information about soil erosion & sediment and how individuals can identify potential problems & complete the checklist are all available on the web site. The Erosion Watch Campaign form is available in two different formats, one that can be filled out by hand or another that can be completed electronically by computer and provided to the district.  Copies of the form are available on the SWCD’s website at www.marionswcd.org.  Just check the Stop That Dirt logo for more details. 
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