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What is a SWCD & Why Should I Care?
Hopefully you have heard the acronym “SWCD”, but just in case you haven’t, “SWCD” stands for Soil and Water Conservation District.  What is a Soil and Water Conservation District?  Across the United States, nearly 3000 conservation districts – almost one in every county – are helping local people to conserve land, water, forests, wildlife and related natural resources.  Conservation Districts were originally formed during the days of the Dust Bowl to combat the severe erosion problems caused by intense farming practices.  Since that time, SWCDs have adapted to provide local assistance on a broad array of natural resource issues.  They are local units of state government, established to carry out programs for conservation (the wise use of natural resources) for current and future generations.  Concerned people should care because SWCDs offer a unique way for them to work together to plan and carry out activities that will make their area a better place to live.  Such activities lead to sustainable communities, prudent land use, and the sound management and conservation of natural resources.  
Conservation Districts were organized by local people to address local natural resource concerns.  The Marion County Soil & Water Conservation District is governed by a five member board of 3 elected and 2 appointed Supervisors who volunteer their time and expertise.  The local Board of Supervisors make all decisions regarding the District’s programs and activities. These programs provide technical assistance, information, and education to assist people in the county to properly manage their natural resources.  Though all Soil & Water Conservation Districts are committed to conservation, each has its own special goals and objectives.  Soil and Water Conservation Districts offer assistance in partnership with the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service and the Indiana Department of Natural Resources and the Indiana State Department of Agriculture’s Division of Soil Conservation by providing sound, solution based support that will contribute to the environmental enhancement of the community and region.  The SWCD also works closely with elected officials, community leaders, other local and state offices, including in Marion County, the Indianapolis Office of Sustainability, Department of Public, Works & Department of Metropolitan Development, the Marion County Health Department, the Marion, County Cooperative Extension Service and the IDNR, Divisions of Forestry, Fish and Wildlife, and Water.  Locally led Soil & Water Conservation Districts are uniquely qualified to mold themselves to meet the local needs of their communities.
To learn more about SWCDs visit the appropriate websites of the National Association of Conservation Districts at www.nacdnet.org or the Indiana Association of Soil & Water Conservation Districts at www.iaswcd.org .  This year marks the 40th anniversary of the creation of the Marion County Soil & Water Conservation District.  To learn more about the Marion County SWCD visit their website at www.marionswcd.org or contact the SWCD office by calling 317-786-1776.  The District and its employees continue to be strongly committed to conservation and the wise use of the natural resources of the county including proper land use and protection of our surface and ground water.  Support is given through technical and educational assistance, erosion control monitoring, and cost-share programs when available.  Technical services are provided without direct cost to the public.  
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