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Using Native Plants Vital for Life!
[image: image2.jpg]“If you have a backyard, this book is for you”
-Richard Louv, author of Last Child in the Woods

How You Can
Sustam wildlife
Wlth Natlve Plants

Douglas W. Tallamy

Foreword by Rlck Darke




Book-“Bringing Nature Home” topic of recent talk in Indy
At 7:30 pm, Tuesday evening, November 3rd local residents heard Dr. Doug Tallamy explain why he wants gardeners to foster biodiversity simply by choosing to plant more natives to the area.  At the Clowes Memorial Hall, Butler University, Indianapolis free event, Tallamy focused on points in his eye-opening book, Bringing Nature Home: How Native Plants Sustain Wildlife in Our Gardens, and showed how life does depend on what we plant in our backyards.  Well over one thousand twenty five central Indiana residents attended the “Gardening for Life: An Evening with Doug Tallamy” event to learn more about why they should use native plants in their landscapes.
Tallamy is Professor and Chair of the Department of Entomology and Wildlife Ecology at the University of Delaware.  In his book, published by Timber Press, Tallamy makes us look at our gardens - and think of our role as gardeners - in a new, more meaningful way.  At the talk, Tallamy made the observation that wildlife is threatened when suburban development encroaches on once wild lands, and beneficial insects are being deprived of essential food resources when suburban gardeners exclusively utilize nonnative plant material.  Such an imbalance, Tallamy declares, can lead to a weakened food chain that will no longer be able to support birds and other animal life.  The professor presented compelling arguments for aesthetically pleasing, ecologically healthy gardening using native plants.  With nothing less than the future of North American biodiversity at stake, the author imparted an encouraging message: it's not too late to save the ecosystem-sustaining matrix of insects and animals, and the solution is as easy as replacing alien plants with natives.  Tallamy earned rave reviews last fall when he addressed the annual conference of the Indiana Native Plant and Wildflower Society, prompting an invitation for a return visit to Indianapolis with a larger venue. 
Butler University hosted this lecture, lending Clowes Memorial Hall for the evening to accommodate a sizeable audience.  Doors opened at 6:30 pm and many local organizations had displays on local conservation and gardening issues.  Tallamy signed copies of his book Bringing Nature Home for those interested at the session.  Event Sponsors included the Center for Urban Ecology-Butler University, Friesner Herbarium-Butler University, Indiana Native Plant & Wildflower Society, IMA Horticultural Society, Indiana Wildlife Federation, and the Marion County Soil & Water Conservation District.  
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