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Indy’s Sustainability Office is Focus of SWCD Annual Meeting
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John Hazlett, Project Manger, Indianapolis Office of Sustainability, will be

the featured speaker for Marion County SWCD Annual Meeting, Feb 16th!
As the Indianapolis Metropolitan Area continues to grow, more people are asking about the potential for sustainability in our area.  Attend the Marion County Soil and Water Conservation District’s (SWCD) Annual Meeting to learn more about this issue.  Mr. John Hazlett, will be the featured speaker for the local conservation district’s 40th annual meeting on February 16th at the Primo South Banquet and Conference Center on Indianapolis' south side.  Hazlett’s presentation will focus on how the Office of Sustainability is working in several action areas including energy, water quality, and recycling.  The Office is administering the $8 million in Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant funds the City is obtaining from DOE.  The Block Grant includes construction of bike lanes, retrofitting city facilities, constructing solar panels and solar roofs, retrofitting traffic signals and street lighting to LEDs, and establishing a green building grant fund for the private and non-profit sectors.  The City is also working on a program to develop incentives for developers to use green infrastructure in their projects and is constructing several green infrastructure projects related to the Long Term Control Plan for Combined Sewer Overflows.  
Hazlett, a native Hoosier, returned to Indianapolis in 2008 after living in Portland, OR for the last seven years.  While in Portland he received his Masters in Environmental Planning at Portland State University and worked for the City of Portland in stormwater permitting and the cleanup of the Portland Harbor Superfund site.  In 2008, he became a Project Manager for the City's Office of Sustainability upon its inception in October of that year.  Kären Haley is the Director of the Office of Sustainability.
The SWCD dinner will be served at 6:30 pm.  Tickets for the event are only $15 per person.  The Primo Center is located at 2615 E. National Avenue, which is just south of the I-65/ Keystone exit, north of Hanna and east of Keystone Avenue.  The meeting will include a brief update of the local Conservation District’s annual activities promoting the wise use of soil, water, and related natural resources in Marion County.  To learn more about the Marion County SWCD visit their website at www.marionswcd.org.  Reservations are requested by February 5th.  Call Marilyn Hughes at the District office at 317-786-1776 to get more information and to reserve your tickets.  She can also be emailed at marilyn-hughes@iaswcd.org.
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