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The Marion County Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) encourages you to think about your personal responsibility to be a good steward of natural resources during its annual Stewardship Week celebration. The National Association of Conservation Districts (NACD) has proclaimed April 25 – May 2, 2010 as Stewardship Week, marking the 55th year of the national event. The 2010 Stewardship Week is themed “Conservation Habits = Healthy Habitats,” encouraging citizens, schools and communities to develop and maintain habitat areas using good conservation practices.  The NACD has developed a host of educational materials including booklets, educator guides, educator CDs, posters, activity sheets, etc. to help families and communities learn more about conservation habits and healthy habitats. Interested individuals are encouraged to visit www.nacdstore.org or call 1-888-695-2433 to place their order now for any of these materials now so they can receive them in time to plan their own events around Earth Day. 
Mark Kautz, Chairperson for Marion County SWCD, “says the District was formed to promote the wise use of soil, water, and related natural resources in the county.  During Stewardship Week, the District will be participating in Earth Day events in downtown Indianapolis and also at the Indianapolis Museum of Art to help promote backyard conservation including habitat development and the use of rain barrels.  Kautz continues, “Being good stewards of our natural resources at home and in our communities is an important task for each citizen. When we think about protecting and managing our natural resources, we can all provide healthy habitats for the ecosystems on our planet.  Each of us can make a difference by developing habitat areas in our own backyards, our schools or in our communities”.  Additional information about Stewardship Week is available on the NACD website at www.nacdnet.org/stewardship/2010 .  For information about conservation and Stewardship Week, contact the Marion County Soil and Water Conservation District on the web at www.marionswcd.org or by phone at 317-786-1776.
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