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Quality of Life & Sustainable Changes Coming to Indy!
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John Hazlett, Indianapolis Office of Sustainability, was featured speaker at recent Annual Marion Co. SWCD Meeting

“Quality of life and sustainable changes coming to Indianapolis” were the main messages presented by John Hazlett at the recent Marion County Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) Annual Meeting held on Tuesday evening, February 16th, at Primo South Banquet and Conference Center on Indianapolis' south side.  Mr. Hazlett, Program Manager with the City’s Office of Sustainability, was the featured speaker for the local district’s 40th annual meeting.  Haslett’s presentation focused on how the Office of Sustainability is working in several action areas including energy, water quality, and recycling.  Launched in October 2008, by Mayor Greg Ballard, the Office of Sustainability’s main focuses are on long term cost savings, building our economy, improving the local environment and enhancing our quality of life.  Hazlett reported that Mayor Ballard has said, “We are committed to making Indianapolis one of the most sustainable cities in the Midwest”.  Ballard continues, “It is my sincere belief that environmental sustainability is a key strategy to make sure that Indianapolis continues to be competitive in a changing world and; that our community remains vibrant and healthy for our children and grandchildren.”  

The Office of Sustainability is administering an $8 million+ Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant awarded to the city by the Department of Energy (DOE).  The Block Grant includes construction of bike lanes, retrofitting city facilities, constructing solar roof/green roof applications at several Parks facilities, retrofitting traffic signals and street lighting to LEDs, and establishing a green building grant fund for the private and non-profit sectors.  The City is also working on a program to develop incentives for developers to use green infrastructure in their projects and is constructing several green infrastructure projects related to the Long Term Control Plan for Combined Sewer Overflows.  John also reported that other recent actions of the Office of Sustainability have included the first Annual Sustainability Report, development of Annual Sustainability Awards program, and Pedestrian Recycling Bins.  John encouraged those wanting to learn more about the actions and activities of the Office of Sustainability to visit their web site at www.SustainIndy.org 
The Annual SWCD Meeting also included a brief update of the local Conservation Districts activities.  Eighty people attended the event.  At the meeting J. Dennis Slaughter was re-elected and Brian Neilson was re-appointed to serve on the local Soil & Water Conservation District Board of Supervisors joining Mark Kautz, Marvin Brethauer, and Paula Baldwin. .  These five public officials all voluntarily serve to direct the local district’s activities.  To get more information about the District call them at 317-786-1776 or visit their web site at www.marionswcd.org .  
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