	[image: image1.jpg]



	Marion County 

Soil & Water Conservation District

“helping people care for the land”

News for Immediate Release
	3/26/10

contact: Ron Lauster

phone:  317-786-1776

email: ron-lauster@iaswcd.org 

web: www.marionswcd.org


“Blue Thumb Guide to Raingardens” Booklet Available!
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Rain gardens are depressional gardens that are designed to collect stormwater after a rain that allows the water to drain down into the soil and help control runoff volumes.  The booklet, “The Blue Thumb Guide to Raingardens - Design and Installation for Homeowners in the Upper Midwest” is a valuable rain garden reference guide for homeowners and professional designers. Thoroughly researched and beautifully illustrated, the book, written by Rusty Schmidt, Dan Shaw and David Dods, is approachable for beginners, yet contains detailed information for landscape professionals. It contains easy-to-follow instructions on: how to locate, size, and design raingardens; preparing the soil and garden bed; selecting and installing plants; care and maintenance; example garden plans for almost any setting; and water depth tolerances for over 100 plants.  The plants profiled in the book are from Zones 3, 4, and 5 in the Midwest.  “The Blue Thumb Guide to Raingardens” booklet was featured at the recent Hoosier Heartland RC&D Workshop- Landscaping with Rain Gardens, held at the Indiana State Fairgrounds this past February.  The Marion County Soil & Water Conservation District (SWCD) also one of the workshop sponsors of the session still has a limited number of these booklets for sale.  
While supplies last, the booklet may be purchased by visiting the Marion County SWCD office at 6960 S. Gray Rd, Suite C, Indianapolis, IN 46237 for $18.00 each.  Prices include sales tax.  Phone the office first at 317-786-1776 to make sure staff will be available when you plan to visit and pick up a copy.  To have the SWCD mail you a copy there will be an additional cost of $3.00 for postage.  Those wanting to have a copy mailed to them should get the order form on the SWCD’s website or call the office to have one mailed to them.  The order form can be completed and mailed to the SWCD office with payment.  Upon receipt of a completed order and payment of $21.00 the SWCD will send the purchaser a copy.  To get an order form or learn more about rain gardens in general, visit the Marion County SWCD website at www.marionswcd.org.  To learn more about the booklet and rain gardens visit the web at www.bluethumb.org/raingardens/ .  To obtain more information about this booklet directly from the publisher you may also contact raingardens@yahoo.com.  The booklet is also available at www.Amazon.com.  
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