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Greater Environmental Education Focus of April Events
Spring is a great time to get outdoors, and help young and old alike improve their awareness of our natural environment.  Our nation's water and energy resources are increasingly important topics of discussion not just in the news, but in classrooms and homes as well.  Recognizing the importance of conserving both water and energy to protect the planet and reduce costs -- and acknowledging the connection between water and energy is the goal for this year’s National Environmental Education Week- April 11-17, 2010.  While this week is passing quickly, The National Environmental Education (EE) Week is a great way for students, teachers, and interested organizations to obtain educational resources to help them continue to increase their environmental awareness.  Those interested in learning more about this year’s EE Week's 2010 theme are encouraged to join a national network of educators dedicated to increasing the environmental literacy of K-12 students.  Those visiting the EE week website will have access to educational aids including a monthly e-newsletters packed with EE resources for educators; access to an online library of environmental curricula and EE resources; and special offers for educational materials.  Interested?  To learn more visit the EE Week website at www.eeweek.org.
The National EE Week is also a great way for beginning educational activities to also focus on other environmental activities such as the observation of this year’s Earth Day around April 22nd. Earth Day events provide recognition of the critical role that environmental and outdoor education play in increasing student achievement, promoting healthy and active lifestyles, and preparing the nation’s youth for 21st century green jobs.  The Earth Day Education Network and the No Child Left Inside Coalition (NCLI) teams today called on teachers and schools across the nation to celebrate the 40th anniversary of Earth Day by taking students outside on or around April 22nd to learn.  To get more information on these organizations visit the Earth Day Education Network on the web at www.earthday.org/education and the No Child Left Inside Coalition on the web at  www.cbf.org/Page.aspx?pid=687.  Again visiting these websites will provide a host of environmental educational materials to help create a better awareness of the importance of our natural environment.  
Earth Day Indiana will be hosting its own Earth Day Festival event in Indianapolis at the White River State Park on Saturday April 24th from 11:00 am to 4:00 pm.  Over 130 environmental and conservation exhibits, great music, good food and special activities for kids will be featured.  More details on this event is on the web at www.earthdayindiana.org.  The local Marion County Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) will be one of the many exhibitors again at this year’s event.  For more on the Marion County SWCD visit www.marionswcd.org or call the office at 317-786-1776.
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