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“Locally Led Conservation” is Key Activity of Marion District
For 40 years the Marion County Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) has been faithfully providing the Indianapolis community with technical, financial, and educational assistance for residents and their conservation needs.  The District Board and its staff continue to be strongly committed to conservation and the wise use of soil, water, and related natural resources.  With the myriad of programs, legislation, and issues everyone can agree on one thing; no single program, piece of legislation or single issue can fully address the needs of local communities across the country.  This is especially true of natural resource conservation.  In a world of varied government programs at all levels of government the SWCD attempts to be a one source gateway for folks to learn about conservation programs of particular interest to their specific needs.    Because of the vast array of natural resource conditions and uses through out the United States, each local District’s Board of Supervisors is best suited to provide common sense to help identify and resolve the natural resource concerns in their respective areas, not just those identified by federal programs legislation or national priorities.  
Local conservation Districts' success in the past has been largely due to the emphasis on their ability to identify needs, set priorities and carry out programs based on local conditions and needs. As conservation programs, funding and focuses continue to shift, it is more important than ever for districts to step up to the plate and fulfill their responsibility as local leaders and facilitators- their communities' gateways to local resource-driven conservation.  The National Association of Conservation Districts (NACD) Secretary-Treasurer Jack Majeres says, “Locally led conservation is a grassroots effort to identify and resolve natural resource conservation concerns”  He continues, “It is essential in promoting and developing the stewardship ethic where people help each other in local communities to enhance and conserve those resources today for future generations”.  
Each SWCD is led by a local group of citizens elected and selected through appropriate processes to lead the District as voluntary public officials.  The natural resource needs of the local community-whether a town, county, watershed or multi-county region-are at the core of the locally led process. It involves the community in the assessment of those needs, as well as the solutions and priorities.  The approach emphasizes voluntary, non-regulatory, incentive-based approaches before use of regulatory measures.  It is not driven by any single piece of legislation, anyone fiscal year or any individual program; it is an ongoing, timeless approach that is not tied to any particular year.  As such, it is able to be evaluated regularly to ensure it is effectively meeting the long-term needs of the local community.  Locally led is not a program; it is a way of doing business. a way to effectively meet communities' needs and get the right kind of conservation on the ground where it is most needed.  To learn more about your local Marion County SWCD and its activities visit their web site at www.marionswcd.org or call the office at 317-786-1776.  They can always use your time and talents to help them enhance and improve their programs and services.
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