	[image: image1.jpg]



	Marion County 

Soil & Water Conservation District

“helping people care for the land”

News for Immediate Release
	5/11/10

contact: Ron Lauster

phone:  317-786-1776

email: ron-lauster@iaswcd.org 

web: www.marionswcd.org


Less Lawn Can Be Good for the Environment
The Marion County Soil and Water Conservation District has been working jointly with the Indiana Wildlife Federation (IWF) in encouraging more home owners to establish wildlife habitat areas in their yards by planting more trees and shrubs, instead of having all lawn grass.  While these green spaces do require some management they are more esthetic and cheaper to maintain than traditional lawn areas.  According to IWF, each weekend about 54 million Americans mow their lawns, using 800 million gallons of gas per year and producing tons of air pollutants. Garden equipment engines, which have had unregulated emissions until very recently, emit high levels of carbon monoxide, volatile organic compounds and nitrogen oxides, producing up to 5% of the nation's air pollution and a good deal more in metropolitan areas.  According to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), a traditional gas powered lawn mower produces as much air pollution as 43 new cars each being driven 12,000 miles.  So more green space with trees and shrubs, but less lawn areas, can help wildlife, but also help control pollution, and save energy, which saves money.  

John Goss, Director of the Indiana Wildlife Federation, reports that a new “Lawn Reform Coalition” has formed to help create more awareness of the value of less lawn only areas. Before Americans fell in love with expanses of grass perfection areas, lawns didn't cause too many problems.  We mowed them with hand mowers and otherwise pretty much left them alone.  But things have changed since then, and not for the better.  The problems now can include: polluted waterways; pesticide-treated lawns that are toxic to humans and pets; and the guzzling of water, a resource in short supply.  Other problems include single-species monocultures that provide nothing for wildlife; overtreated and overwatered lawns that waste dollars and keep asking for more; and as already mentioned the frequent mowing that adds to air pollution.  Pesticides, herbicides and excess fertilizers are regularly washed from lawns into local watersheds, creating dead zones and harming marine life in the Gulf of Mexico.  Half or more of all potable water is used on lawns during the summer and with climate change bringing longer droughts and water restrictions becoming common, this is unsustainable - and crazy.  Most lawns are mowed regularly with gas-powered mowers that pollute the air and use fossil fuels. And pesticides, weedkillers, excess fertilizer and excessive watering don't just waste money, they also damage soil health, kill beneficial insects, and reduce the drought-tolerance of turfgrasses.  It's an addictive cycle.  

Several solutions are available.  They include organic lawn care- that means using organic, slow-release fertilizers, applying only pre-emergent weedkiller, leaving clippings on the lawn, and mowing at a higher setting.  Or it can also mean eliminating the need for added fertilizer by simply going back to the traditional practice of adding the self-feeding wonder plant - clover - to lawns.  Another option is low-maintenance turfgrasses.  Buffalo grass, centipede grass, clover, www.lawnreform.orgperennials, even edibles, and all of those can be beautiful.  To learn more visit the “Lawn Reform Coalition” website at fine fescue mixes, or other drought-tolerant, slow-growing turfgrasses, where regionally appropriate, save a lot of resources.  Reducing or replacing lawns also works.  Where they aren't needed for recreation, lawns can be replaced with any mixture of trees, shrubs, and  .
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