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Plan Now, to Learn Some Soil Basics Later
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Learn the dirty facts about soils
Now that the weather is getting warmer, people are getting outdoors more.  And after this past winter, that seems like a great idea!  Brian Neilson, the newest Board member of the Marion County Soil & Water Conservation District, says “We strongly encourage people to get outdoors and take some time to enjoy our soil, water, and related natural resources”.  He continues, “We have been having a lot of interest from homeowners, gardeners, engineers, construction workers and other people asking about soils”.  “Many of these folks are involved in improving their garden and landscaping, building rain gardens, and other “green type” projects; and are interested in learning more about soil properties for the projects they are planning”.  Brian states, “A great option for these folks to learn more basic soils information is to take the “Soils Geography Course” being offered at IUPUI this coming Fall Semester.  Fall will be here before we know it, so people should sign up now for the class to make sure they get enrolled as class size is limited.
The classes will be meeting on Thursday evenings at 6:00 - 8:40 PM starting August 26, 2010 in Cavanaugh Hall Room 203 on the IUPUI campus in downtown Indianapolis.  Three options are available:  1) G123 Soil Survey (1 credit), meets for the first five weeks and ends on September 23rd.  2) G404 Soils Geography (3 credits) will continue the entire semester until the evening of December 16th. or 3) G704 (3 graduate credits) Geography of Soils which will continue the entire semester with the last class on the evening of December 16th.  For those hands on learners there will be one field trip for the G123 level and 4 field trips for the higher levels.  These field trips will give students an opportunity to get their hands dirty and see the differences in soil types and soil characteristics.  They will also learn the soils development processes, how to use a soil survey, and what common soil related problems we have in central Indiana.
To view options and be admitted to the register at IUPUI, contact the Admissions Center at http://enroll.iupui.edu/admissions/  or phone (317) 274 4591.  For walk-in admissions information and assistance with registration go to Admissions Center, 255 Campus Center, 420 University Blvd.  For further course information contact: Dr. Rick Bein - Phone: (317) 274-1100; Department (317) 274 8877; Fax: (317) 278-5220; or email rbein@iupui.edu.  His office is at Cavanaugh Hall, Room 213D, 425 University Blvd, IUPUI, Indianapolis, IN 46202.  Time will go by quickly, so register now, and then enjoy the summer, before class begins.
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