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How is My Lawn Connected to Clean Water?
With all the recent heavy rains, now might be good time for homeowners to ask a simple question- How is my lawn connected to clean water?  A new campaign “Clear Choices for Clean Water” is working hard to answer that question and increase awareness about lawn care and its impact on our streams and lakes. Water quality friendly lawn care includes practices such as using phosphorus-free fertilizer, landscaping with native plants, managing yard and pet wastes, and overall lawn reform.  Protecting healthy and adequate water supplies takes the partnership of individual residents, businesses, local governments, civic groups and educators at all levels.  To learn more about this campaign visit the www.ClearChoicesCleanWater.org web site.
Individual homeowners and renters control most of the land in Indiana.  How they manage water on private properties is critical to keeping public water supplies healthy.  Simple actions, such as picking up pet wastes helps.  As waste decomposes it releases nutrients (like phosphorus), and bacteria (like E.coli) that may wash into storm drains and then into local streams untreated.  Avoiding putting grass clipping or leaves into storm sewers also helps. Yard waste can be composted or grass clippings can be left to decompose on the lawn and provide natural fertilizer for a lawn.  Homeowners are encouraged to talk to their neighbors about what they are doing.  Business owners often represent the leadership in a local community and manage the landscapes of places that people frequently visit.  These properties could be showcases for clean water!  Members of every community participate in groups, churches, organizations, and events that link them together as part of a community.  Through these groups and activities, individuals can have a voice and have an impact on others around them.  These “others” (friends, colleagues, neighbors, local politicians) are making choices which affect water quality every day.  Good water quality needs the involvement of the whole community!  More details and ideas are available on the Clear Choices web site.
Charter sponsors for the “Clear Choices for Clean Water” Campaign include the Tippecanoe Watershed Foundation, Upper White River Watershed Alliance, and IUPUI’s Center for Earth and Environmental Science.  Additional contributing sponsors include the Indiana Department of Environmental Management (IDEM), Indiana Lakes Management Society (ILMS), Indiana Wildlife Federation (IWF), Wabash River Enhancement Corporation and Wawasee Area Conservancy Foundation.  Interested individuals are encouraged to join their local or regional watershed group or help form one, and get involved in other activities and events.  Local residents should check with their local Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) and learn what is happening in their area and who to contact.  Contact the Marion County Soil & Water Conservation District office at 317-786-1776 or visit their web site at www.marionswcd.org  to learn more about water quality issues.  The local SWCD can also help direct folks in how to contact their own local county SWCD, if they do not reside in Marion County.
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