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Request Water Quality & Conservation Presentation Now!
Marion County residents, homeowner associations, and community groups are eligible to sign up to receive a free presentation that discusses water quality and conservation issues in the county.  The Marion County Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) has been awarded a Clean Water Indiana grant through the Indiana State Department of Agriculture to increase citizen awareness of water quality and conservation issues in county.  The audience will learn about some of the problems facing Marion County, such as the loss or degradation of natural greenspace throughout the county and an aging stormwater and sewer infrastructure.  Simple changes in the design and management of new and existing properties and how they can make significant improvements to the current state of water quality and conservation will also be discussed.  Practices such as rain gardens, bioswales, riparian buffers, phosphorus-free lawn fertilizer, and rainwater harvesting will be covered.  Also, presenters will provide information on educational and technical resources that homeowners and community groups can utilize to start their own projects.  Water quality and conservation affects everyone, and we all have a role to play.  Collectively, we can make large improvement to the natural resources in Marion County.
Organizations desiring a presentation should contact Marilyn Hughes, the Marion County SWCD’s Administrative Assistance at the office by calling 317-786-1776 or emailing her at marilyn-hughes@iaswcd.org for more details.  A Clean Water Indiana presentation request form is available on the Marion County Soil and Water Conservation District’s web site home page at www.marionswcd.org.  Interested individuals can complete the top portion of the request form for their group and email or send it via regular mail to the District office at 6960 South Gray Road, Suite C, Indianapolis, Indiana 46237.  Requests can also be faxed to the SWCD’s office at 317-786-1757.  Requesting groups are asked to designate a contact person with their contact information, suggest three dates and times they would like to have considered for their presentation, and the number of people they think will be attending the session.  The District would like to have at least a minimum of 15-20 folks at each session.  The SWCD is asking for a three week advance notice request before a speaker is needed to allow time for coordination.  Upon receipt of the form at the District’s office, contact will be made to each group’s representative to schedule any final plans.  
This effort has been made possible by the SWCD with a number of partnering organizations including: Hoosier Aquatic Management Inc., Indianapolis Office of Sustainability, Indianapolis Department of Public Works, Upper White River Watershed Alliance, and the Indiana Wildlife Federation.  This offer terminates next March.  The free program has already begun and spots are limited so complete your request form today!  
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