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Learn About Family Farm Protection Options
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Saving farmland in the Indy area may not be a high priority, but that does not mean that residents who live within central Indiana, who may have property elsewhere in the state, are not interested in learning more about farmland protection options.  These people are part of the audience that a new seminar being held this September hopes to attract.  The purpose of this seminar is to provide information on the laws and regulations governing the protection of farmland through conservation easements.  Agricultural conservation easements are legally binding voluntary deed restrictions that prohibit certain development on farmland.  The seminar is titled “Agricultural Conservation Easements 101” and is being conducted by the Indiana Farm Bureau on September 10, 2010 from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm at the Farm Bureau Building in Indianapolis.  
There will be a specific emphasis on landowner considerations at the seminar. Farmers, landowners, public officials, attorneys, appraisers, farm managers and members of the general public are invited.  Cost for the session including lunch will be $20.00 per person.  Interested individuals are encouraged to register early as attendance is limited. Payment must accompany the registration form.  The registration form is available at www.infarmbureau.org under “Programs”.  Interested individuals can also register online at this same location.  The seminar will be held in the 1st Floor Assembly Halls at the Indiana Farm Bureau located at 225 South East Street, Indianapolis, IN 46202.  Registration with payment is due by August 23, 2010.

The morning session will include Jon Scholl discussing the “American Farmland Trust’s (AFT) Perspective on Farmland Preservation”.  He will be followed by Phil Purcell, Ball State University explaining “Conservation Easements 101”.  Next Jim Dunaway, USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), will talk about the USDA’s “Farm & Ranch Land Protection Program” and then Bob Wagner, AFT, will report on “Agricultural Easements & Farmland Protection Programs Around the Country”.  Before lunch, Christian Freitag, Sycamore Land Trust, will continue with their “Experiences with Conservation Easements” and Kathy Latz, Wood-Land-Lakes Resource Conservation & Development (RC&D), will explain their “Experience with Agricultural Conservation Easements”.  Following lunch provided as part of the registration fee, Dan Gordon & Tony Crowell, Gordon & Associates, P.C.- Attorneys at Law, will discuss “Estate Planning & Landowner Considerations” and Douglas Hodge, Farmers National Company, will explain “Appraisals of Agricultural Conservation Easements’.  Besides the Indiana Farm Bureau, the program is also being sponsored by the Indiana Agricultural Law Foundation, Inc. and is supported by the various speakers’ organizations.  Any particular questions about the seminar should be directed to the Farm Bureau at 317-692-7840.
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