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If You Have Extra Land, Maybe You Can Make Extra Money
Even though much of central Indiana is becoming more urbanized or suburban, there are still some landowners with some extra acres that could be better utilized.  Natural Resource Enterprises (NRE) Workshops are designed for landowners interested in learning about developing enterprises utilizing the natural resources on their property or learning more about wildlife habitat and business management.  A Purdue NRE landowner workshop will be held at Dull’s Tree Farm in Boone County, near Thorntown from 8:30 am to 2:30 pm on Thursday, September 9, 2010.  An informational brochure with registration form and other details for those interested in attending is available on the web at www.marionswcd.org.  An early registration ($35 fee) deadline is due by August 30th.  The registration fee helps pay the costs of workshop materials (700+ pg binder and 60 pg workbook), morning refreshments, lunch, and advertising.  Potential attendees with questions or those who would like more information about the NRE program in Indiana should contact Brian MacGowan Purdue Extension Wildlife Specialist.  He can be reached by email at macgowan@purdue.edu or by phone at 765-647-3538.  
Each NRE workshop is held on privately-owned property that is managed for agriculture, forestry, and/or other conventional land uses and has successfully integrated a fee-based enterprise(s) and/or wildlife habitat management program.  The Purdue NRE workshop will have presentations in the morning about revenue potential from a natural resources enterprise, real life example of an enterprise, information on starting a small business, and liability and legal considerations.  Following lunch there will be an afternoon field trip on wildlife habitat conservation and management enterprise development, featuring a Christmas tree farm, a bed and breakfast facility, an outdoor recreation operation, and a pond management enterprise.  Detailed directions about how to get to the workshop’s location are available in the workshop brochure.
The Natural Resource Enterprises Program concept was developed by Mississippi State University.  Visit their website at www.naturalresources.msstate.edu to learn more about the variety of programs available across the U.S.  Sponsors and partners for the Indiana workshop include the Boone County Chamber of Commerce. Boone County Farm Bureau, Boone County Soil and Water Conservation District, Hardwood Tree Improvement & Regeneration Center, Hoosier Heartland RC&D Council, Greater Wabash River RC&D Council, Indiana Agricultural Law Foundation, Indiana Division of Forestry, Indiana Farm Bureau, Inc., Indiana Small Business Development Center, Mississippi State University Extension Service, Mississippi State University Forest and Wildlife Research Center, USDA’s Natural Resource Conservation Service, The Nature Conservancy in Indiana, Purdue Extension Boone County, Purdue University Department of Forestry and Natural Resources, the Rural Entrepreneur Network, and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.  
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