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Learn More About Native Plants at Local Conference
Learn more about native plants at the 2010 Annual Conference of the Indiana Native Plant & Wildflower Society (INPAWS).  The theme for this year’s conference is Conserving Biodiversity with Native Plants”.  The session is planned for Saturday, November 6, 2010; 7:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. at the Schwitzer Student Center, University of Indianapolis,1400 East Hanna Avenue, Indianapolis, IN 46227.  The event is open to anyone with an interest in conservation, native plants, landscaping or wildlife habitat.  Learn about- why native plants are essential to a healthy ecosystem, how to design a garden that supports biodiversity, how to provide for the pollinators in your local ecosystem, the role of mammals in conserving biodiversity, the place of goldenrod in the ecosystem food chain, and where to access cutting-edge native plant resources.  To register download the registration brochure from the web at www.inpaws.org.  The brochure also has more information about speakers and their topics.  Conference costs are INPAWS members $60 ($50 before October 16); Non-members $75 ($65 before October 16); Students $35.  
The conference begins with registration and continental breakfast at 7:30 a.m. and ends at 5:00 p.m.  Between sessions, participants may browse the conference bookstore and exhibits, partake of refreshments, and have their books signed by the speakers.  Lunch is provided.  The conference spotlights biodiversity, aiming to reveal the role of native plants in biodiversity conservation and to inspire actions that slow biodiversity loss.  Two nationally known keynote speakers will be featured, conservation biologist Carole Brown, author of Ecosystem Gardening (Fall 2010), and landscape architect Carolyn Summers, author of Designing Gardens with Flora of the American East (April 2010).  Additional speakers include Dr. Rebecca Dolan, Jennifer Hopwood, Dr. John Whitaker, and Jim McCormac, who will bring their unique perspectives to the session.  Up to 4.5 continuing education credits are offered to landscape architects and park employees through INASLA and IPRA (NRPA Certification).  For more details view the conference brochure on the INPAWS website or contact Wendy Ford at wwford@comcast.net or 317-334-1932.  
The mission of the Indiana Native Plant & Wildflower Society is to promote the appreciation, preservation, conservation, utilization and scientific study of the flora native to Indiana and to educate the public about the values, beauty, diversity and environmental importance of indigenous vegetation.  Additional conference sponsors include Native Plants Unlimited, Spence Restoration Nursery, the Midwest Native Plant Society, and the Indiana Chapter of the American Society of Landscape Architects (INASLA).  Additional partnerships are available, see guidelines at www.inpaws.org.
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