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EPA Releases Five-Year Strategic Plan

With this being an election year, many topics are being discussed.  However, you do not hear many candidates discussing natural resource issues in their campaigns.  This situation has not stopped the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).  To help educate the public on what they consider as important issues, the EPA has recently issued a five-year Strategic Plan for fiscal years 2011-15.  Their plan consists of five strategic goals to fulfill EPA’s mission to protect human health and the environment.  The Strategic Plan has undergone a public comment period and has been reviewed by more than 800 organizations and individuals.
The Plan identifies five strategic goals to guide the Agency’s work: Goal 1: Taking Action on Climate Change and Improving Air Quality, Goal 2: Protecting America’s Waters, Goal 3: Cleaning Up Communities and Advancing Sustainable Development, Goal 4: Ensuring the Safety of Chemicals and Preventing Pollution and Goal 5: Enforcing Environmental Laws.  These goals reinforce EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson’s priorities, such as reducing greenhouse gases, adapting to climate change and promoting smart growth within communities.  EPA submitted the Plan on September 30, 2010 to the Congress and to the Office of Management and Budget. 

EPA’s Strategic Plan provides a blueprint for advancing the Administrator’s priorities and identifies the measurable environmental and human health outcomes the public can expect over the next five years and describes how EPA intends to achieve those results.  The Plan represents a commitment to EPA’s core values of science, transparency, and the rule of law in managing their programs.  It also introduces five cross-cutting fundamental strategies which set clear expectations for changing the way EPA does business in achieving its results: 1-Expanding the Conversation on Environmentalism, 2-Working for Environmental Justice and Children’s Health, 3-Advancing Science, Research, and Technological Innovation, 4-Strengthening State, Tribal, and International Partnerships, and 5-Strengthening EPA’s Workforce and Capabilities 

A copy of the Strategic Plan is available for reference on the web at:  www.epa.gov/ocfo/plan/2015/FY2011_2015_EPA_Strategic_Plan.pdf.  Interested individuals might want to examine the Plan and determine if they agree or disagree with EPA’s proposed goals and strategies for the next five years.  For more information on the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency visit their website at:  www.epa.gov.  
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