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Soils Information Training Webinar Offered
Modern planning, engineering, real estate appraisal and/or transactions rely on good soil information to make sound decisions.  To help professionals working in these fields, the Hoosier Heartland Resource Conservation & Development (RC&D) Council is conducting a webinar that will provide training on how to access soil maps, soil descriptions, properties, limitations and uses of soils information from the web.  The USDA‐Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), working cooperatively with their conservation partners, has recently launched a new improved web site to help people identify the soils on their property.  The “Web Soil Survey” allows land users to find soils information for most locations in the United States.   The website can be accessed at http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov.  The “Web Soil Survey Training Webinar” is planned for November 17, 2010 - 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.  The program will detail how to find soils on a site and print (or save) the data for future use.  Soil maps and related soil data provide information for a variety of land users including developers, home builders, engineers, community planners as well as homeowners, gardeners, farmers and others.  
Early registration at the a lower price of $10 per person is due by October 29th.  The late registration deadline, at $20 per person, is due by November 5th.  Class size is limited to the 30 participants.  Potential attendees desiring training details and registration information should obtain a webinar flyer on the web at: www.hhrcd.org .  The flyer, and more information about the webinar, or those wanting to register by phone should contact the Hoosier Heartland RC&D Council office at (317) 290-3250.  After registration and payment have been received, registrants will receive instructions via email for connecting to the webinar training.  Only those registered will be allowed access to the site.  Registrations may be paid with a credit card.  The completed registration form can be faxed to the RC&D at (317) 290‐3150.  Checks should be made payable to the Hoosier Heartland RC&D Council and mailed to the Council office.
Use of soils information can be critical when determining soil properties that affect construction such as shrink‐swell potential, wetness, depth to bedrock, erodibility, flood hazard, slope, bearing capacity, organic layers, and ease of excavation.  Other uses for soils information include planning land use, purchasing land and evaluating areas for houses and other structures, disposing of liquid and solid wastes, managing farms or woodlands, and selecting areas for manmade ponds, recreation facilities and wildlife.  The “Web Soil Survey Training Webinar” is sponsored by the Hoosier Heartland RC&D Council, the USDA‐NRCS, and local central Indiana Soil and Water Conservation Districts (SWCDs) working cooperatively with a host of  other community conservation partners.  For more information on the Hoosier Heartland RC&D or the Indiana NRCS visit their respective websites at: www.hhrcd.org or www.in.nrcs.usda.gov.
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