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You & Your Organization’s Weed Knowledge Input Needed
Hopefully most of you have voted recently on Election Day for your community leaders.  Now, if you have not already done so, your help is needed in helping West Central Indiana identify its invasive plants.  If you or your organization deals with controlling invasive weeds, The West Central Indiana Cooperative Weed Control Management Area (CWMA) needs your input.  They have an on-line survey available and need to close it out this month by November 29th.  The 2010 Survey allows local interested groups to help provide assistance with identifying invasive plants in west central Indiana counties.  The on-line survey has been developed, and is available at http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/5X25ZN3 .  The plants listed in the survey are those that the Midwest Invasive Plant Network (MIPN) has listed as “widespread” in central and west central Indiana.  The survey may also be printed and returned to the West Central Indiana CWMA; 6041 Lakeside Boulevard, Indianapolis, IN 46278.  More information on invasive plants and their devastating effects on our environment and economy can be found at the Midwest Invasive Plant Network at www.mipn.org . 
What is an invasive species? An invasive species is a non-native plant species (including seeds, eggs, spores, or other related items) whose introduction causes or is likely to cause economic harm, environmental harm, or harm to human health.  The term "invasive" is used for the most aggressive species.  These species grow and reproduce rapidly, causing major disturbance to the areas in which they are present.  Invasive species, if left uncontrolled, can and will limit land use now and into the future.  The longer we ignore the problem the harder and more expensive the battle for control will become.  Invasive species can decrease the ability for outdoor folks to enjoy hunting, fishing, camping, hiking, boating and other outdoor recreational activities.  The United States suffers from $138 billion per year in economic losses due to exotic, invasive species.  Approximately 42% of Threatened or Endangered species are at risk due to non-native, invasive species. 

The West Central Indiana CWMA Survey is being conducted by three Resource Conservation and Development (RC&D) Councils- Sycamore Trails, Greater Wabash River, and Hoosier Heartland.  The RC&D Councils are joined with the effort by their sponsoring partners of respective County Commissioners, Soil and Water Conservation Districts (SWCD), Extension Service offices, and other like minded organizations.  For more information about invasive plants in your county, please contact your local SWCD or Extension Service office.  The RC&D Councils and their partnering organizations are equal opportunity providers and employers.
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