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Major Risks Facing Nation's Private Forestland
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       Forests Continue Quantity and Quality Loss as Development Increases
According to a new U.S. Forest Service report, “Private Forests, 'Public Benefits”, private forestland is under substantial stress from development and fragmentation.  Over half (56 percent) of America's private forests are privately owned and provide a vast array of public goods and services, such as clean water, timber, wildlife habitat, and recreational opportunities. These critical benefits are being affected by increased housing density in areas across the country.  The report, estimates that housing density will increase on more than 57 million acres of America's private rural forests from 2000 to 2030. In many areas, the impacts of increased housing density are likely to be exacerbated by additional threats such as wildfire, insect pests & diseases, and air pollution.  According to Department of Agriculture Secretary, Tom Vilsack, "The report shows that now, more than ever, we need to take an “all lands” approach to managing our nation's forests, whether they are national forests or under the stewardship of state or private entities."
Study results show increasing concerns in the categories of forest cover, water quality, timber volume, at risk species, interior forest conditions, insect pest & disease, wildfire conditions, and ozone pollution.  Private forests are experiencing increases in housing density in every region of the United States.  With the U.S. population projected to increase by at least another 80 million people by 2030, forest resource managers should anticipate and prepare for continued development pressures on the Nation's private forests.  For those interested in more of the reports details, it is available on the internet at www.fs.fed.us/openspace/fote/benefits.html.  The Marion County Soil & Water Conservation District has been working with Keep Indianapolis Beautiful, Inc. (KIBI), the Hoosier Heartland Resource Conservation & Development (RC&D) Council’s Plant-A-Million (PAM) Project, and other organizations within central Indiana to increase green space and forest cover.  Urban areas particularly need more trees!
# # #[image: image3][image: image4][image: image5][image: image6][image: image7][image: image8]
