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Underground Pipeline Safety Depends On You 

Most of us have seen signs marking underground pipelines, and many of us may have one close to where we live or work.  We need to make note of where such transportation pipelines are located in our community and be prepared.  If a pipeline is damaged, it could leak or rupture.  A major cause of pipeline leaks is third-party damage.  Contractors, excavators, farmers and property owners need to “Call Before They Dig- It's The Law”.  Any activity near or on a pipeline route can potentially cause damage to the pipeline.  Those working in most areas can dial the 811 number which is a national "Call Before You Dig" phone number designated by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC).  In Indiana folks can also call 1-800-382-5544.  Underground pipeline companies work to mange their pipelines for safe, reliable delivery of various products, and they are designed, installed, tested, operated and maintained according to strict standards by each company, the pipeline industry and the federal government. 
In a pipeline emergency, your first concern should be for your personal safety and the safety of those around you.  YOU SHOULD: Leave the area immediately, walking upwind of the suspected incident.  Abandon any equipment being used in or near the area.  From a safe location, notify local authorities, such as local fire, police or sheriff's department or the state police, by dialing 911.  Advise them of the location and nature of the emergency.  If possible notify the pipeline owners so the leak can be verified and necessary corrective measures can be quickly taken.  Prior to the arrival of law enforcement officials, advise others not to enter the area.  DO NOT- drive into an area in which you encounter a leak or vapor cloud, light a match, start or stop an engine or automobile, use a telephone-cell phone or other electronic devices near the suspected emergency area, switch on or off an electric light or appliance, attempt to extinguish any fire, or operate pipelined valves yourself.  Remember pipeline contents may be very hazardous to your health.
It is important to be able to recognize the warning signs of a possible pipeline leak.  By sight, look for a pool of liquid on the ground near a pipeline, dead or discolored vegetation amid healthy plants, water bubbling or being blown into the air, a low-lying, dense white cloud or fog originating near the pipeline location, frozen ground near the pipeline or fire or explosion near the pipeline. By sound, listen for an unusual hissing or roaring sound coming from the vicinity of the pipeline or a connecting facility.  By smell, check for any strange or unusual odor in the area of the pipeline.  In the event of an emergency, Public safety officials need to first secure the area around the leak.  This could include evacuating people from homes, businesses, schools and other locations, as well as erecting barricades and controlling access to the emergency site.  Efforts should also be made to immediately determine the pipeline owner and contact them and report the incident.  For more information about pipelines contact: the U.S, Department of Transportation at www.phmsa.dot.gov, the National Pipeline Mapping System at www.npms.phmsa.dot.gov, or Pipeline 101 at www.pipeline101.com 
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