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Marion County Leader Eddleman Receives State Conservation Award!
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Marion County resident Robert Eddleman receives

IASWCD President’s State Conservation Award
Robert Eddleman, Associate Supervisor for the Marion County Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) and former Indiana State Conservationist for the USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) was recently honored by the Indiana Association of Soil and Water Conservation District’s (IASWCD) outgoing President Paula Baldwin.  Baldwin, also a Supervisor of the Marion County SWCD, chose Eddleman to receive the coveted President’s Award.  The award is given annual to an individual who has served as an important advisor to the IASWCD president during his or her term of office.
Baldwin's recognition of Eddleman entailed more than just a handshake and thanks for his years of advice and inspiration to her.  The “Robert Eddleman Supervisors of Excellence Fund” was announced by Baldwin at the recent 2011 Annual Conference for Indiana SWCDs- Conservation Awards Banquet.  "I couldn't think of a better way to honor Bob for all he has done to inspire me as a conservationist", Baldwin said, "than to create a special fund that will provide money to SWCD supervisors."  Baldwin explains the fund will support SWCD supervisors who are willing to take the time and initiative in gaining experiences outside of their traditional conservation partner workshops and conferences to better develop themselves as local District leaders.  "Funds will allow these volunteer county natural resource leaders to submit requests to defray the cost of attending national conferences and programs, as well as leadership and other specialized trainings," explains Baldwin.  "Bob was chosen for the President's Award for many reasons.  His great respect for supervisors and Districts long ago set the stage for me to strive to be the best board member that I could be.  He also has a sincere belief in the Indiana Conservation Partnership and how much we can accomplish as a team," Baldwin said as she announced the award.  
A Crawford County native, Eddleman served the USDA NRCS for almost 43 years. Since his retirement in 2000, he has served as a member and past chairman of Indiana's State Soil Conservation Board.  He also has been honored as a distinguished alumnus of Purdue University’s College of Agriculture and as a Sagamore of the Wabash.  He is past president and a Fellow of the International Soil and Water Conservation Society.  One of Eddleman's best legacies is his work with the Hoosier Heartland Resource Conservation and Development (RC&D) Councils Plant-A-Million project.  The initiative, which began in August 2005, is designed to plant one million trees in Central Indiana.  
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