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Indiana Lake Depth Maps Available!
With all the cold weather, your thoughts may not be about outdoor lake recreation activities, unless you are thinking about ice fishing.  However, it is never too early to begin thinking about planning your future outdoor lake activities for warmer weather.  One aid that could help with such planning is a specific lake depth map.  Greg Biberdorf, Program Manager, for Lake and River Enhancement (LARE) Section of the Indiana Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) Division of Fish and Wildlife reports that “Several new bathymetric (depth) maps developed by staff have been added to the LARE website at: http://www.in.gov/dnr/fishwild/5759.htm .  These maps are downloadable and free.”  Biberdorf continues, “For an even wider selection of lake maps, nearly 300 can be obtained by contacting the IDNR Map Sales Section.  A listing of the lake maps, along with other topographic maps, historic maps, etc. are available and can be found on the web at: http://www.in.gov/dnr/3171.htm ”.  The lake maps are at the bottom of the Map Sales web page, and cost only $2.00 each.  Those preferring to contact the Map Sales Office directly can visit their office at 402 W. Washington St., W160, Indianapolis, Indiana 46204-2742 or phone them at 317-232-4180 (Toll Free at 1-877-463-6367).  Their office hours are 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.
The goal of the Division of Fish and Wildlife's Lake and River Enhancement (LARE) Section is to protect and enhance aquatic habitat for fish and wildlife, to insure the continued viability of Indiana's publicly accessible lakes and streams for multiple uses, including recreational opportunities. This is accomplished through measures that reduce non-point sediment and nutrient pollution of surface waters to a level that meets or surpasses state water quality standards.  To accomplish this goal, the LARE Program provides technical and financial assistance for qualifying projects.  Approved grant funding may be used for a variety of lake and stream enhancement type projects.  However, due to the ongoing budget issues facing the state, new LARE grant awards for Biological, Engineering, and Watershed Land Treatment projects have been suspended indefinitely.  IDNR remains committed to the health of Indiana’s lakes and rivers and to the specific projects - such as control of aquatic invasive species and sediment removal that LARE has provided assistance with in the past.  The nature and amount of that assistance may well evolve as the state continues to deal with budgetary restrictions.  In the meantime The staff will continue to be a resource and service the ongoing projects that have previously been awarded grants.  These projects currently amount to over $1.75 million.

The LARE reports web page includes information on past and current projects at: www.in.gov/dnr/fishwild/3303.htm .  These reports are available to download and are listed in a searchable data base.  Additional sources of potential funding for future LARE projects are being explored, but for now potential applicants may also wish to seek other sources of funding.  Those wanting more information about the LARE program are encouraged to contact LARE Program Manager Greg Biberdorf by phone at 317-233-1484 or email at gbiberdorf@dnr.IN.gov.  The LARE homepage is at http://www.in.gov/dnr/fishwild/2364.htm .  
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