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Local District Seeks Your Advice on Natural Resource Issues!
The local Marion County Soil & Water Conservation District (SWCD) has developed a Natural Resource Survey seeking advice from Marion County residents on their concerns about natural conservation in the county.  In today’s busy world with limited budgets, natural resource issues may not be the highest priority on everyone’s mind.  For that reason, the SWCD thought it would be good to seek input on which issues people felt were the most important concerns.  The District is hoping to get at least 500 responses from individuals and organizational representatives.  Mark Kautz, Chair of the local District Board, says, “We would like to hear from folks as to what issues they feel need attention”.  Interested individuals are encouraged to request a copy of the survey and return it completed to the SWCD office by March 1, 2011.  The SWCD plans to present their findings later in the year”.  

At its January 18, 2011 meeting, the SWCD decided to focus on updating their District’s Long Range Plan (five year) and next year’s (2012) Business Plan.  To complete these tasks properly, the SWCD felt it was important to request and encourage local residents and community organizations to provide their comments and guidance.  The District encourages those interested, to provide input on what priority conservation issues the Marion County SWCD should focus on.  They are asking for survey comments on soil, water, air, plant, animal, & other land management quality and quantity natural resource needs.  Completed surveys should be returned to the Marion County SWCD.  The survey forms can be brought to the District office, sent by mail to the office at 6960 S. Gray Rd., Suite C, Indianapolis, IN 45237, faxed to 317-786-1757, or emailed to ron-lauster@iaswcd.org .  Blank survey forms for mail in, fax, or even a “fillable” form, that can be returned by email, are available on the Marion County District website’s home page at www.marionswcd.org .  Anyone with additional questions or comments is encouraged to call the office at 317-786-1776.

The Marion County Soil and Water Conservation District mission by state law is to promote the wise use and care of soil, water and other related natural resources of the county.  The District’s conservation work is done through a variety of communication, cooperation, and coordination efforts of technical, educational, and financial assistance with a host of local private landowners, organizations, and local, state, & federal government agencies.  The SWCD has no regulatory authority in carrying out its mission; all efforts are voluntary.  Those wanting to know more about the District and its various projects & activities are encouraged to visit their web site at www.marionswcd.org .  To provide more to help to the SWCD with their conservation efforts, individuals can become  a volunteer, or an Affiliate Member donor.  Those interested are encouraged to contact Ron Lauster, Director, Marion Co. SWCD.  He can be contacted by phone at 317-786-1776 or email at ron-lauster@iaswcd.org .  District Chair, Kautz says, “We certainly want to thank those with an interest who take the extra effort and return a completed natural resource survey to our office”.
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