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Ground Water Awareness is Important to You
Everyone can be a good ground water steward: that’s the message of the 2011 “National Ground Water Awareness Week”, March 6-12.  How people store, use and dispose of hazardous household substances can affect ground water quality.  Regular maintenance of a water well or septic system, as well as the proper decommission of an abandoned well are important components of a safe water supply.  According to the National Ground Water Association (NGWA), in addition to privately-owned wells, many public water systems use ground water – meaning everyone has a stake in ground water protection and awareness.  Learn more at NGWA’s website at www.ngwa.org/public/awarenessweek which provides action steps for ground water protection and conservation.  Those with additional questions or comments are encouraged to contact Cliff Treyens at the National Ground Water Association via email at ctreyen@ngwa.org .
Now well into its second decade, Ground Water Awareness Week spotlights one of the world’s most important resources - groundwater.  Who should be “aware” of groundwater?  Quite simply everyone.  Ground Water is essential to the health and well being of humanity and the environment.  Whether you’re on a public water system or a private well, whether you are a health care official, policymaker, regulator, or someone interested in water resources or the environment in general- groundwater awareness is important to you.

You can find more information on groundwater and water well stewardship by going to NGWA's Web site for well owners, www.wellowner.org .  Ground Water Awareness Week is sponsored by the National Ground Water Association - the nation's leading authority on the use and protection of groundwater. NGWA gratefully acknowledges Ground Water Awareness Week supporters: American Farm Bureau Federation, Automotive Oil Change Association, The Groundwater Foundation, Ground Water Protection Council, Irrigation Association, National Association of Conservation Districts, National Association of Local Boards of Health, National Environmental Health Association, National Environmental Services Center, National Onsite Wastewater Recycling Association, U.S. Geological Survey, Water Quality Association, National Association of County & City Health Officials, National Rural Health Association, American Public Health Association, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, U.S. EPA, American Association of State Geologists, and the American Geological Institute. Please help support them in raising public awareness about groundwater as a precious natural resource in your local community.
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